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Foreword

This very important and powerful book discusses the growth and evolu-
tion of the United States as a country; and how the people (presidents)
chosen to lead the country filled powerful needs at the time of their elec-
tion and during their service to oversee this growth. This emerging coun-
try was coming about (i.e., being born) at a time when a shedding of old
ideas was creating demands for change. Issues and methods which were
no longer acceptable to this land’s populace were being forced upon its
people by a distant and uncaring monarchy. People living in the upcom-
ing “United States” (actually then a collection of 13 independent colonies)
were unhappy with the careless way in which their lifestyle, the way they
had chosen to live, was not only threatened, but also trampled upon
without their representation or input.

Our forefathers and their families came to this land because they
sought freedom of expression. They sought freedom from the bondage
which had persisted for generations in their home countries. People came
to this land with a vision that they could start their lives in a new way,
create an atmosphere of freedom and cooperation, and have their wishes
and demands incorporated into a system of government which would put
the needs of them, the people, first. These people had the idea, the dream,
that government could serve the people, and not vice-versa.

Issues such as religious freedom, the opportunity to determine how
revenues were collected and allocated, and the rights of land owners,
common defense, etc., needed to be explored, defined, and set into prin-
ciples of government. And, they were. Leaders of the colonial entities came
together, not easily or with any sense of comradeship or familiarity, but
driven by such common needs and purposes to create answers to the rea-
sons why they and their families had chosen this land for their home.

What Marilyn has done in this book is to investigate and explain how
the leaders chosen over a period of more than 200 years worked to further
and fulfill this initial dream. Imbedded within the psyche of the United
States are the ideas of freedom, brotherhood, equality and fairness. Every
four years the people of the United States decide and choose the prime
leadership needed to continue with these ideals. This is embodied in the
presidential election process. The people examine the candidates, they
debate their qualities and somehow make decisions about how each pro-
posed candidate could or would further their own personal picture of
these ideals. For this set of common ideals to persist and shape decisions,
and to happen every four years, there must be some energy which pers-
ists through historical time to shape this process. This energy can be con-
sidered to be the country’s ideal.

Presidents of Hope and Change Page 9
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Foreword

Marilyn conducted a large amount of research, using her unique and
insightful talents, talents honed and expanded over many years, to un-
cover an underlying set of patterns from which the electorate seems to
unconsciously draw to help in their voting choices. The United States has
a political system of majority rule. Somehow, the majority, according to
Marilyn, quite consistently chooses a set of leaders who embody the
founding fathers’ intended ideals, with promises to uphold and further
those, accordingly adapted to the current issues of the day.

What is novel in this book starts with the notion that such unconscious
expression of ideal can persist through time, and that it can be quite con-
sistently drawn upon, in ways not well understood, by the majority of vot-
ers participating in elections to further move the needs of this country.
Marilyn, with her talents and through her research and investigation, has
uncovered certain repeating patterns of time and energy which occur
within the destiny of the chosen and elected leaders of this country. This
book shows her findings and contains her well thought-out explanations.

Marilyn points out the consistent patterns which voters unconsciously
perceive in their potential leaders, and then how these patterns shape the
duration of their elected terms.

This book has the potential to change perception about the history of
this country. Marilyn has uncovered a consistent set of almost a dozen
sets of fundamental “energies” which almost all 43 elected presidents em-
body. Not each of the presidents, current and former, embody all of these
“energies,” but at determining points of history a single person steps forth,
who, in the eyes of the electorate, carries enough of these energies to me-
rit their vote to carry the country’s ideals forward and to continue the
country’s consistent historical pattern.

You, the reader have to address why this book is important. What is it
that you can learn, if you choose to, from the research and work pre-
sented here. I cannot answer that for you, but I can say that if you open
your mind and heart to honestly considering the evolution of facts and
findings presented in this book, then both you and those you interact
with will be suitably enriched.

Michael Munkasey
Astrologer, Author and Researcher
California, USA

Page 10 Presidents of Hope and Change
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

The reasons behind the current polarization of the American people and the
hope that our new administration can fix what has gone wrong as we
choose the future over the past.

The 2008 election was astounding to me. I have always had a deep love
for my country, have been quasi-informed as I have done my voting duty,
have become increasingly interested as I have aged, and was totally mes-
merized and alternately disgusted and electrified by the campaign and its
outcome.

Because I have a 35-year love affair with astrology (the real stuff, not
the dime-store novel stuff), I was naturally curious what [ would see and
what I could find out about the four major candidates and the outcome of
the presidential election. I had done this for several prior elections, using
my own technique and had really done quite well, having televised two,
got confused by one (but called it correctly), skipped one (or don’t remem-
ber doing it), up to November 4, 2008.

Leading up to this election, the American populace was polarized and
unhappy. The country seemed to be internally challenged; our diplomatic
face had a black eye. We were alternately appalled at what we were wit-
nessing yet still believed strongly in the freedom of the Iraqgi people. Every-
one I spoke to from every side of the political fence was solidly behind our
military and their brave efforts on our behalf. Their patriotism was un-
questioned, yet the polarization that exists in America fostered accusa-
tions of patriotism whenever the war effort was questioned. If I am horri-
fied by what I see, I have a right to say so, and it has nothing to do with
my patriotism. It has to do with my citizenship and my right to question
the actions of my government. That’s the right for which the Founding
Fathers and so many other courageous heroes have fought and died for
over the centuries; that specific right. That’s what our military is fighting
for—democracy—not just for the more than 300 million in our country
but for the rights of citizens worldwide.

In 2008 the American people were looking for change. Americans de-
manded our constitutional rights be honored and upheld, our way of life
to be set back on track, for honesty, integrity, and transparency in gov-
ernment, economic stabilization so we could begin to grow again, safe and
secure borders that would stop the flood of illegal immigration which was
crippling our economy and our institutions, reasonable and effective
health care, and a system that worked for the common man and not just
the wealthy and powerful. Our nation was not built on a class basis, it
was meant to offer fair and impartial representation and opportunity for
all. Do you think those brave men who have become our heroes would
have placed their lives and fortunes on the line so the rich could get richer

Presidents of Hope and Change Page 15
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

and the poor could serve them? That is not a democracy or a republic.
That looks like, sounds and smells exactly like the situation in place at
the time the colonists revolted. And if it looks like, sounds like and smells
like (fill in the blank), it usually is.

The American people were crying 'foul' on what was happening to our
country. Many of us were very afraid it was wending its way toward unfix-
able. We were looking for a hero, a man or woman on a charging horse, to
lead us to victory and success over the fears and the disintegration we
were witnessing. We the people have become accustomed to being treated
to a wide range of political candidates. I watched, along with millions of
others, as they debated, and campaigned, and accused, and lied, and in-
spired, and entreated, and so many other ands this sentence could go on
and on further than it has.

Our system unfortunately pits party against party. George Washington
did not want this type of polarization to happen. His personal vision for
the government he helped to create excluded the polarization of political
parties. Even though he is credited with being a Federalist, he himself
said he belonged to no party and asked that his fellow Founding Fathers
not allow themselves to be caught up in that polarization. Unfortunately,
they ignored his misgivings; politics as usual was born. Political party po-
larization was totally in effect within Washington’s time, much to his cha-
grin. And it is with us today.

As Americans, we have to cast a vote that is informed and valid. Who
do you believe? What part of it do you trust? We have to trust someone.
For the 2008 election we had the usual range of candidates, but this time
a woman and a black man made steady progress for the Democrats and
the slate of Republican men narrowed as time progressed, until they
eventually placed a woman on the ballot for vice-president. The primaries
came and went and each party nominated a champion. The American
public was faced finally with two male candidates who promised much of
the same thing, honesty, integrity, truth, justice, solutions, change, etc.
Again, we have to trust some one; we have to cast our votes. There was a
difference this time.

One candidate refused to allow the usual funding by big money and re-
fused to take tax dollars for the campaign. One candidate went to the
grass roots of the American people and said, “if you believe in me, help me
win.” The American people, astounded at being asked what they thought
and what they wanted, responded with a deluge of personal support and
financial donations.

”»

Barack Obama was truly “a people’s” candidate and let those who
would argue with me look at the campaign finance reports of those candi-
dates on the November 2008 ticket and see where the funds and the per-
sonal support came from. The American people voted for change, inspira-
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

tion, and a change of the guard. Our way of life and our system of gov-
ernment allows that it could change with the times and that all men,
women, and ethnic and cultural backgrounds have an equal chance to
make it. We lived up to our promise in 2008. The testing was terrible; the
results magnificent.

"Yes we can.”

“Yes we can” became a battle cry. Change itself was the Liberty Bell cla-
rion call. The American people voted for the person they thought was the
most capable of the change we were seeking and we surprised our nation
and a world.

Why?

As an individual I don’t know any more than you do. As an astrologer [
can attempt to read the sky maps (charts) and see if my skill and expe-
rience can ferret out the details. What is a sky map? A map or chart of
our sky for a date, time and place of the birth of an event such as a per-
son, a company, a city, a country; just about anything you want to ex-
amine. If the initial information and the mathematical calculations are
done correctly, what you have in your hands is a diagram of the energy of
that moment in time, a map of the available energy itself. I know, I know,
the scientists and skeptics say it can’t be done. But I've done well over
20,000 of them over a 35-year period and I'm telling you it can be done.
So I did.

Once I got into the election sky maps (charts), I was drawn into deeper
and deeper research until [ had in my possession the full complement of
the United States of America’s (USA) data and all 43 presidents with a
multitude of choices for several presidents. Fascinated, I continued the
work for weeks and then months, first trying to first ensure that I had the
correct sky maps for the presidents and the country, and then determine
the meaning behind those maps. I refused to start with assumptions, al-
lowing the information flow itself to dictate the course of my work.

Slowly, but surely, as I started to see patterns of commonalities emerg-
ing, I received insights—flashes of connectedness—and realized that when
I looked at the USA sky map as the birth of an entity (not human, but a
distinct energy) that I could see that our country actually “was born in a
moment of time that carried with it the qualities [inherent] of that moment
of time” (paraphrased from psychiatrist/psychologist Carl Jung) and that
I had a map to the country’s reason for being, intention and possibilities. I
could see the unfolding of its process stage by stage. I can see the need of
the country at the time of a presidency, the person drawn in to fulfill that
need (good, bad or indifferent), the effect of the country on its people, the
effect of the country on its chief officer, the effect of the chief officer on the
country, and the progress of that moment in time. This does not mean
that every individual person chosen was perfect for all things. Just be-
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

cause there is an event or a need and a time presents itself, doesn’t mean
it will be successful. Are you successful at everything you try?

The universe gave us a map. The stars do not rule us, only the Creator
does that, but Creation does allow itself to be used as a map. As usual,
the Creator provides, we just have to recognize the opportunity and devel-
op the skills to read the map provided. We did the same thing with elec-
tricity. We didn't invent it, we discovered it as an existing force. I'm a fled-
gling at this particular application of my knowledge. All the 35 years of my
developing skills carried me to a new beginning point. This book is an at-
tempt to show you what I've found and continue to find, explained with-
out astrological symbols and words, as close to plain English as I can
make it.

Astrologically, every 45 years or so, a repetitive and specific pattern
forms. This is a pattern that pits conformity against change. The pattern
does not occur often, but it does take a couple of years to unfold. Which
one wins? That changes from time to time, but this time it was change
that won. Unfortunately, this current pattern is not finished. The forces
that want us to remain the same (because it is known and therefore safe
in our minds) and the forces that clamor for change (because our current
“knowns” are just not working well) are in a desperate battle. What we fail
to learn we are doomed. to repeat.

Just because the majority in 2008 demanded and voted for change
does not mean the forces of conformity will sit down and shut up. No, no.
Those forces tend to get louder. They argue with the same old arguments
that were not working when change was demanded. When arguing and
shouting does not work, the proponents of conformity just lay down and
play “big rock” in the middle of change’s road.

These proponents of conformity can act as spoilers; they can make
enough noise and cause enough division to win a battle they supposedly
already lost. It is so important that those who wished to see change hold
to their intentions if they truly want change. The arguments of conformity
will be ferocious and frightening in the face of every change we must make
if we are to survive. If sufficiently frightened by the spoilers, we may roll
over and do what they want and back away from the change we felt was
necessary to heal our country. What will you do? Can you keep repeating
“Yes we can?” Or will you be backed down by the sense of fear being
spread? This has happened repeatedly over the course of our country and
the course of human history.

In order to understand what was happening astrologically for the 2008
election I calculated the necessary sky maps and ran the data through my
personal filter system. You have no idea how hard it is to find accurate
birth charts (the precise time of birth). Astrologers finally published birth
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

certificates on both presidential candidates, together with the vice-
president charts (as near to accuracy as we could get).

Predicting the Presidency

October 2008: Obama/Biden will win. That’s what the sky maps said.
Color me surprised. A black man? He said “Yes we can” and he did...and
we did. Astrologically, Uranus (change) took the floor this time in its chal-
lenge with Saturn (conformity). This pattern I mentioned earlier (Saturn
opposite Uranus) was exact on the day of the November 4th election and
was very close to exact January 20th for the inauguration. Think about
this: Change itself was elected. But that pattern is still alive, and it is only
partway through its cycle. The ongoing battle to effect the changes called
for can be, and will be, ferocious. Watch the battles of conformity (losing
side) versus change (winning side).

While I was allowing the sky maps to reveal the energy patterns that af-
fect our developing country, I recognized the necessity of establishing
some sort of goal. You don'’t set off on a ocean cruise with no destination
in mind...there’s a lot of ocean out there. Commonality appeared to be de-
veloping as the tool of choice so my rough goal would be to know what
that commonality meant within both our choice of presidents and the
needs of the emerging nation.

The outcome is not guaranteed, but this book will show that history
does indeed repeat itself, and there is a clear thread running through our
Presidents of Hope and Change.

Back to the election: right now, right here | want you to know that the
universe gave us a larger gift than most realize. We are so excited that we
have grown into the ability to elect a black man president that we are real-
ly short-sighted if we stop there. It is true; Barack Obama is the first non-
white man to be elected president of the USA. That is something for us all,
but particularly the black race, of which to be proud. But that is not
where it ends. The president and vice president of the USA are the two top
officials in our country, with the vice president a heartbeat away from the
presidency. Early in our country’s history the vice presidency was a very
boring non-demanding job, almost like window dressing, necessary but
not particularly useful unless the president died or was unable to perform
his duties. In recent years the vice president’s role has been developed
and the skills and time of that person used more productively. President
Obama has declared that the two of them are a team and that Vice Presi-
dent Biden will have a full and active role. So far the president has kept
his promise. To have skills and opportunity and not use them is such a
waste.

Beyond these two men, who are joined at the hip, is the next most po-
werful position in our government, the Secretary of State. Obama ap-
pointed his primary challenger, Hillary Clinton. She is not the first woman
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

to be Secretary of State, that honor went to Madeleine Albright, a very ca-
pable lady. Obama declared he would build a “team of rivals” based on
Abraham Lincoln’s theory. Senator Clinton was his primary rival and she
joined him in this drive to heal and repair our country. Both should be
honored for their choices because they chose to do what our country
clearly stated it wanted.

President Obama inherited the whirlwind, and yet he stays steady,
promoting the change he promised. Only those in the know in November
2008 could foresee the economic calamity that would overtake our coun-
try in the early part of 2009. Conditions were far worse than understood
or anticipated. In March 2009, news revealed that the actual cost of the
Iraq war year-by-year was never included in the financial yearly reports;
only the cost of maintaining the ordinary military appropriations was in-
cluded. Let us see, that is six years times the cost of the Iraq war per year
unreported. Oh, and it was also discovered that no money to run the war
in the foreseeable future was included in the reports or budgetary figures.
Do you think that could create a financial problem? I think that is called
creative accounting.

From listening to all the so-called financial geniuses, the media pundits
and the elected officials who were supposed to be paying attention and
responsible, few regular citizens could have foreseen the crisis that
erupted as President Obama took office. To be fair, I doubt that anyone
could have foreseen the extent of the financial debacle. Forensic account-
ing should reveal all that was hidden. (We will discuss that later when we
look at Pluto).

It would be easy to point fingers, but President Obama does not blame,
he reaches out for bipartisanship (which is regularly rebuffed). He asks for
transparency and no pork barrel spending, but he gets to live with what
Congress gives him. The president does not write the bills, he just gets to
approve or disapprove of them. And the timing is really critical. Let us put
all that unsolicited and unwanted pork barrel spending inside of some-
thing that critically needs to get passed, such as USA government fiscal
funding. If it doesn’t get passed and signed, the funding for the country
ceases. What would you do? Sign on the dotted line so the country can
continue to function or stand on your principles and someone else’s
promises and not sign that flawed bill.

Many of the pork barrel bills were written by President Obama's own
party, but he has clearly indicated that no spending bill is off the table as
he attempts to stimulate our economy. He will need the cooperation of a
majority of both parties as time goes on. You do remember that we are
talking politics and politicians, do you not?

Returning to the Saturn/Uranus pattern [ have referred to, there are
three more activations ending the last week of July 2010. This pattern
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Chapter 1: Current Polarization

covers an extended period of time normally, affecting more than only a
single day, and all the days of that pattern are related. The pattern is a
tug of war between factions, with America (also known as the American
people—us) playing monkey in the middle, as the polarization between
conformity (Saturn) and change (Uranus) works itself out.

Do we still want to push square rocks down a hill or will we round off
the corners and reach for progress? Do we want to eat our meat on the
hoof, raw and uncooked and suffer whatever fate that gives us, or do we
want to throw the fat into the fire and see if we can make something safer
and more edible? Do we want to hang around in the past and watch our
shortcomings pull us under or do we want to risk, take a chance, try to
advance, and allow hope and inspiration to lead us...to a better future?

Can you see the pattern yourself? It is a battle between the past and
the future. Where are you in this battle, the safety of the knowns, includ-
ing those that just do not work, or anticipation of the future? I chose the
future but I do not doubt that there will be a price tag to pay. All progress
requires risk and with risk sometimes we scrape our shins. The past did
work to a point, it is just not working now. This is the battle we all are
facing. We voted for change. Will we put our money where our mouth
was?

Astrologically, Uranus won this current round for change. President
Obama is attempting to do what he said he would do—change the way his
Cabinet and Advisors are chosen and reduce the influence of lobbyists.
He has attempted to reach across the political aisles and into all the parts
of government and the private sector to find the best people for the jobs
that need to be done, regardless of their status as rivals. He looked for the
brightest and best for his team of rivals and seems to be getting it, but not
without wrinkles and missteps.

Obama’s team of rivals should be commended, but the universe gave
us so much more. President Obama has given us a black man, a white
man, and a woman in our leadership roles. The universe gave us a half-
black, half-white president to bridge the gap between the races. It gave us
a man who shares both a Christian and a Muslim heritage. He was raised
in a non-traditional household by his grandmother. He is a bridge be-
tween cultures that requires us to look beyond the usual stereotypes. We
must look to the individual—the man—the actions he takes, the prin-
ciples upon which he stands; not his race, his color, his religion, or his
heritage. I can recognize the gift from the universe of a man who is a
bridge, a man who offers hope and change, a man who attempts to honor
his promises. I also do not underestimate or disregard the spoilers who
have a vested interest to impede change and the progress by placing big
boulders in the middle of change's road, while simultaneously seeding
fear and anger into the fields of hope and change. What we plant now will
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grow. Do we want a useful crop or weeds? We must follow the course we
have chosen, toward change.

America itself was born on the energy of an emerging Uranus. The birth
of America occurred by, because of, and within revolution—change is our
heritage. Why should we be afraid? The change we are currently seeking
is a relatively quiet revolution compared to what our Founding Fathers
embraced. Thomas Jefferson thought that we should have a mild revolu-
tion or government shake up every 19-20 years just to keep the govern-
ment honest and focused on filling the needs of the people. His election
was termed the revolution of 1800. He was not advocating open warfare,
just a cleansing and a moving-forward of the country on a regular basis.
We don’t need to hurt anyone or be hurt to achieve new and forward mo-
tion. The past was good for us, it got us to this place...but it is our past,
not our future. We must embrace change and move forward. We honor
yesterday by facing tomorrow.

As I worked my way through all the sky maps used in my research, I
saw themes starting to appear. The USA pattern started to reveal itself in
relationship to its presidents. The presidents fit into the USA chart like a
jigsaw puzzle. The jigsaw puzzle took shape and clarity. Certain presi-
dents connected to one point or pattern, other presidents connected to
other points or patterns in the USA sky map. Fascinated, I created a
spreadsheet to keep track of the commonalities.

The first three patterns that appeared were Aquarian/Uranian (change,
freedom, future-oriented), Mercury/Pluto (communication and power) and
Neptunian (inspiration). As I progressed I saw more patterns, but these
three showed themselves first.

The First Patterns Emerge
I discovered that 37 of the 43 presidents had a special Aqua-

rian/Uranian energy. That’s an amazing statistic, far more than chance
should allow. What else?

Our need to have heroes, to have faith, to be inspired, to reach for the
dream, all dynamic representations of our country and our people—
Neptune forged strong connections among the presidents and the USA
sky maps.

Who can argue that our country is an enormous communication de-
vice? We will tell anybody anything, sometimes more than they wanted to
know, sometimes boisterously, sometimes at the cutting edge of emerging
technology. Mercury appeared prominently in our sky pattern because of
its connection (opposition) to Pluto. Our drive for success and power to
make something out of nothing, of exposing our underbelly and doing our
best to heal and repair it, power in numbers, psychological persuasive-
ness, is shown by Pluto. (Yes, I use Pluto as a planet despite its recent
demotion by astronomers.)
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As I searched, more and more patterns emerged, showing distinct con-
nectedness between the USA and its chief officials. What I found was way
too much information for this book. I had to condense what I generated
and focus on what was primary and bring it into today. Then I wanted to
report what [ saw in a format understood by non-astrologers.

Thirty-seven presidents have strong Aquarius/Uranus connections.
Why is that important? Because the USA sky map has Uranus (revolu-
tion) in the primary and very active position representing our national
achievements, goals and reputation (Midheaven). Our Moon (emotional
underpinnings, gut reaction, public appeal and the public itself) is in
Aquarius (freedom, individuality, future seeking).

Amazingly, Uranus was being discovered at the time of both the Ameri-
can and the French Revolutions. It had been spotted earlier but was not
identified until March 13, 1781, almost five years past our Declaration of
Independence but within two weeks of the final ratification and signing of
the Articles of Confederation. (The Articles were introduced in 1777 but
not fully ratified for several years.) Why is that important? Because that’s
the moment we became what we had declared years earlier that we were.
It took that long for the 13 colonies to get that primary document estab-
lished, signed, and legal.

The USA Constitution was signed on September 17, 1787. Unbeknown
to most Americans, it was not initially ratified until July 1788 after in-
tense debate and a media war, the likes of which had never been seen
before. The French Revolution also seethed and simmered throughout the
1780s but on May 5, 1789 the Estates General was convened demanding
change in the French form of government. That is the same year that our
first president took office—George Washington—on April 30, 1789, just
five days before the French Estates General was convened. Do you think
that revolution and resolution were in the very air we breathed at that
time?

Thirty-seven presidents were far too many to present for this volume, so
I continued research into patterns of what the country needed from their
presidents at the moment of their election to office. As I worked, four par-
ticular presidents seemed to come up over and over again as I researched
each connection: Jefferson, Lincoln, Kennedy and Obama. What a combi-
nation of leaders. Was this real or was my mind playing a trick on me?

As I tried the other patterns, these few people were reinforced over and
over again and I added a few more presidents to my short list. I ended up
with 11 patterns and ten presidents that seemed to fit many (not all) of
the patterns. They all connect very strongly to the USA. What will I do
with the other 33 presidents? There are other patterns to follow and I will
do them in a separate study. I am learning as I go, I have never before at-
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tempted deep political issues. Looking up an election is so much simpler.
When you are doing research, there’s always more; you never truly finish.

The ten presidents who best fit the patterns used in this book were
Presidents Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, Lincoln, McKinley, Wilson, Frank-
lin Roosevelt, Kennedy, Carter and Obama. Of the ten presidents, Presi-
dent Kennedy fit into 11 of the 11 categories. Presidents McKinley, Wil-
son, and Roosevelt had eight of 11 categories, Presidents Jefferson, Madi-
son, Taylor, Carter and Obama had six of 11, President Lincoln five of 11.
There were seven others that fit reasonably well, but I chose arbitrarily
these ten to share with you. Those other seven presidents will be covered
in my larger study. It is not possible to say that one president was better
than another with this cast of characters. However, in terms of what the
country needed at the moment of their election to office, it is fairly easy to
see which ones fit the bill for that moment.

The country is a dynamic changing thing, with changing needs and
demands. American presidents either fit into all or some of those needs. A
president may be successful at some things, a failure at others. Just be-
cause a person is drawn into a pattern, that individual may or may not
fulfill their place. I think I was a decent mother to my four children, but
every minute of every day to every one of them? Probably not. Life is that
way.

Many may be surprised that President Hoover was part of this pattern-
ing. Of the 43 presidents, only he had what I believe was a disqualifier.
While economic times were difficult at various times during the centuries
since our birth as a nation, President Hoover got to preside over (but not
necessarily cause) the Great Depression. He inherited a time bomb which
blew up in his hands, on his watch. History tells us he did nothing to fix
the situation but my research proved that is just not true. It shows he
tried, but what he tried simply did not work. Although President Hoover
did have three of the 11 categories and belongs on my larger working list,
his personal pattern, which included a very difficult Saturn in Aquarius,
worked against him and his role as president.

In order for you to see the commonality between these presidents, I will
incorporate brief biographical material for each president. Brief in the
sense that it will be short (just to refresh your memory) and not meant to
be a full description of what these presidents did or did not do. It is my
intention to be complete enough for you to see the commonalities between
the chief operating officer and the USA sky map. Who these people were
and what they did or did not do is beyond the scope of this book, so I will
stick with simple explanations for this purpose. If you are truly interested,
there is a multitude of biographical material available written by very ca-
pable authors who have spent substantial time developing their material
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and their conclusions. All you need is the interest and a little time to
study our history.

If you do study our history, be eclectic—read both the good stuff and
the bad stuff. Our presidents were human, with all the human characte-
ristics and traits we all have, good, bad, and indifferent. Do not be afraid
to see the foibles or the warts. These were truly great men. They are a part
of our history and are to be respected. The presidency is not an easy role.
Remember we are a raucous people and we have had a raucous history.
There should be a variety of human traits in our presidents and our expe-
rience of those presidents, good and bad, that helped to shape us as
Americans and our nation.

Do not let yourself get caught up in the “fate versus free will” argument.
This country has an identity and a purpose and ongoing experience that
will give expression to that purpose. The USA presidents were mostly very
strong men who would not allow themselves to be pawns of history. They
made choices, some good, some bad, some disastrous, some courageous,
and so did we when we elected them. If our history books were truly accu-
rate, and I have discovered they are not, we might be able to more fairly
evaluate them, their work and their true gifts to our nation. In spite of the
flaws in our history books, we learn about our presidents, we teach them
to our children, so that we better understand where we have been and
what we are doing in the future, and not just to sit in judgment of the
choices made by, “We the People of the United States of America...”
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The historical perspective of our nation’s founding and pattern, the needs of
the country and the men who have answered the call for their skills and
character.

Before I start showing the connections to our USA chart and the ten
presidents finally chosen, I want to remind you that when we describe
qualities of people we revere, we tend to use positive characteristics. We
can build up a person to the status of perfect because we do not ever
want to think, or believe, our hero has flaws. That is a ridiculous place
from which to review any life or any work. Of course, every one of our he-
roes had flaws. I see this experience as a big schoolhouse and we are all
students because we have things to learn. If we did it all perfectly every
minute of every day, what would be the point of being here to have expe-
rience; we would already be know-it-alls. We are in school all our lives, we
learn by doing. We are not perfect, we may never become perfect...and
that is okay. We are a work-in-progress.

My way of noting these flaws of our human condition is to say that
every front has a back. For all the positive qualities we can ascribe to any
president, we have to make room for the possibility of negative qualities or
of negative application of what we believe to be positive qualities. Part of
that is perspective. Perspective is unique to each of us. What I consider
positive may not appear the same in the eyes of another person. We are
talking about human beings. Our presidents were also in school, learning
by doing with no instruction manual, with all the foibles of other humans,
ego, opinion, fear, pride, etc.

Astrologically, if I look at the Aquarian/Uranian qualities of intellectual-
ity, individuality and freedom, these are good qualities. Could they be mi-
sapplied, misunderstood or misused? Sure they could. Take a coin that
has the positive qualities of freedom just described and turn it over and
look at the negative qualities that are the other side of that particular
coin. Personal freedom and revolution could lead to anarchy, not unity or
equality. Intellectuality can be very intolerant of simpler minds. Few rules
plus individuality could lead to rampant inequality. An attempt to cut
back government and its potentially uniting qualities could lead to chaos
as individuality and freedom run free and unfettered. The flip side of the
coin really is not freedom,; it is called license. We do want qualities of free-
dom and individuality, but they need to be positively expressed and not
allowed to run rampant by the few over the many. As mentioned earlier,
37 of our 43 presidents were drawn into their presidency for this specific
quality. It is very active in each of their charts and their connections to
the USA chart, but we are going to get to spend time with only ten of
them.
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An important note here is that these presidents are not my personal
choices. As I was writing this book, friends, family members and other
well-meaning individuals asked me to include a particular president as
part of this book. I intend to include all the presidents in a subsequent
book, but for the purpose of this book, ten presidents stood out based
solely upon the data or particular energy pattern that repeated itself. It is
those patterns and the presidents that stepped in to fill the need that are
the subject of this book regardless of their political or ideological affilia-
tion, or my personal opinion of that individual or what they did while in
office.

What are the important energy patterns for the USA chart that seem to
draw in our presidents? The Aquarian/Uranian qualities previously de-
scribed above seemed to be primary. What else?

Power and communication

The USA power (Pluto in Capricorn) is connected to our communication
function (Mercury in Cancer). The USA has a dominant pattern of com-
munication that is coupled with power and that does not always go down
easily because they are in tension (opposition). We have the memory of an
elephant and never forget an injustice or an insult.

Americans emote when we communicate. We give vent to our emotions
and feelings, our opinions and our beliefs readily, at times with a zeal and
force that is not always welcome. I remember a person commenting sev-
eral years ago that if I was not pro-life I must be pro-death. Well, I thought
I was pro-my individual right to vote personal choice. As a country, we
have, and use, the power of persuasion, which can be expressed forcefully
or in quieter, but equally effective ways. “My way or the highway” is the
call of the far right. “None of your business” is the call of the far left.

The power struggle, the polarizing factor itself is shown in this pattern
where the energy is involved in that tug of war. “If you are not with us you
must be against us.” Wait—is that the country or a political party? All but
one of the selected presidents has this power/communication pattern.
Surprisingly President Franklin Roosevelt, an extraordinary orator in his
own right was not drawn into his presidency for this pattern, but he cer-
tainly used it effectively. What else?

Spirituality

Even when we grant no religious belief system superiority over another
in the USA, there still is a system of spirituality afoot. Neptune, which
rules (indicates) spirituality (Jupiter rules religion), in our sky map is
strong in the USA map for attracting head honchos. There is a huge dif-
ference between religion and spirituality. Religion is a mass emotional be-
lief system, founded on a combination of part-fact and all faith. Spirituali-
ty is the inherent quality of kindness, empathy, inspiration, and non-
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judgment, which may or may not have a form, a name, a building or a
following. Many believe corporations have no soul, no spirit, but all of
them and all of us have a Neptune in our sky maps. Alcoholics Anonym-
ous calls spirituality “walking your talk.”

I was raised by a man who believed that a group or a building, or a la-
bel was unnecessary for him to talk to his God, who was everywhere. He
lived a simple life as the man who his spirituality said he was. I expe-
rienced his love, his kindness, his care, his belief in me. To me that is my
definition of a spiritual person. Nine of our 10 presidents were drawn into
the presidency by this USA pattern: Presidents Jefferson, Madison, Lin-
coln, McKinley, Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, Kennedy, Carter and Obama.

A country has a spirit within its people; a belief that gives them the
courage to hang in there when chaos abounds; the faith to step into the
unknown and risk without proof-positive of the outcome. Every country
gives its people something that inspires from within. It is the character of
a country that reaches out or holds back to anyone that needs its help. In
spite of our shortcomings, and there are many, we reach out to every
need, every hurt, every time, all over the world. That is because of our
country’s spirit. Our inherent spirituality allows us to reach across bor-
ders, ideologies and political boundaries, economic or social restrictions
from within us when disasters strike other nations. It could also be simply
and possibly because we are truly very nice people at heart. As individu-
als, we may not aspire to this level, but as a nation, we are drawn to do
s0, even when it is not welcome by those we seek to aid.

If we turn over the coin of spirituality, we can find delusion, confusion,
deception, and a loss of faith. Life is way too difficult to survive without
faith in something, or someone, whether that is a deity, ourselves, a men-
tor or teacher, or nothing. Negatively we can chase pipe dreams, or use
lies, deceit and subterfuge to attain our own dream—at the cost of what?
Our spirit!

About lies; there are lies of commission where we directly tell a lie.
There are lies of omission, where we leave important pieces out of the tell-
ing. There are half lies, where a kernel of truth lies buried or at the base of
outrageous misinformation. There are lies of good intent such as surpris-
ing a person with a gift or a party. There are lies of personal power and
greed. These are each a type of lie including the one we currently seem to
be experiencing in the USA, the rewriting of our history. All of us, at some
time in our lives manage to tell a few lies, even with a clear conscience. A
spiritual person does not need to lie. That person operates from his spirit.
Can you imagine life if mankind operated from that spiritual center? It
would be amazing. It may be a pipe dream to believe that any nation can
survive without resorting to some form of deceit, whether overt, covert, or
just plain ignorant, but we should never stop striving to do better, to be

Presidents of Hope and Change Page 29

© Extracted with permission from “Presidents of Hope and Change.”
Published by Future Strategies Inc. http://www.presidentsofhopeandchange.com/



Chapter 2: Historical Perspective

more, to try harder. Our national spirit should direct our personal course
and the course of our country. What does spirituality need to succeed
more than any other quality? Transparency, honesty and integrity from
its people and from its leaders.

|dentity

As individuals, we all have an ego, a sense of self-identity, some
healthy, some not so healthy. We are even aware of corporate identity, i.e.,
GE has a very different corporate personality from Baskin-Robbins corpo-
rately. Any country has an individual identity as well. China is quite dif-
ferent from Canada. Iran is different from Scotland. Astrologically, our
American national identity is pure Cancer: mom, apple pie, family, the
breadbasket, security that stems from emotional concerns, the cultural
womb into which immigrants poured from all over the world, the melting
pot of the world.

What about the flip side of the coin? Cancer is self-protective, doesn’t
give trust easily, can smother or play mom-knows-best. The USA started
as isolationist in its infancy and grew itself into the world mother—mom-
knows-best at its finest.

Seven of our presidents were drawn in to fulfill this need: Presidents
Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, McKinley, Wilson, Kennedy, and Carter. Sur-
prisingly, this pattern did not include Presidents Lincoln, Franklin Roose-
velt or Obama.

President Obama is apparently not our mother, and the USA doesn't
need him as mother. He does not need to do it for us. He has not told us
that he is going to fix it for us. He treats us as though we are capable of
standing on our own two feet and of helping ourselves. He is willing to do
what is necessary from that larger perspective, but he does not intend to
hand-feed us, burp us when we have bitten off more than we can chew,
change our diapers (the mess we have made of things), or support us in
the manner to which we would like to become accustomed (free loading).
In other words, he came to lead us, not just hold our hand.

For over 224 years of our history, our reputation grew in prestige, with
normal ups and downs along the way. Our world reputation has been de-
vastated recently for a multitude of reasons beyond the scope of this book.
Since this is not a current need according to the USA chart, perhaps our
reputation will restore itself simply by returning to whatever is our “nor-
mal.” Hopefully time and President Obama are on our side.

Social values and success

The USA is a country built on family values. This is not to be confused
with the political 'traditional family values' used as the clarion call of vari-
ous religious and political groups. Think about the condition of life in
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1776. People relied on each other, their families, their communities (our
larger family). Our infant values as a new nation reflected that experience.

As a nation, we have an excellent connection between our personal val-
ues and our cultural values and they are connected in the sign of family
(Cancer). Along with our national identity, this combination of Venus (val-
ues themselves) and Jupiter (expansion) contributes to our overall suc-
cess. Not only were we raised collectively with these internal values, it was
taught down the line to each generation.

How do you/we succeed? Family, clan, community and country (United
We Stand).

How do we get in trouble? By forgetting or devaluing our country’s val-
ue system (Freedom, Justice, and the American Way).

This would be true of any country, regardless of what that value system
might be. Our strength—and therefore our potential weakness—will be
the structure and success of our family (individual), slightly larger, our
community (states), even larger; our country (We-the-People) and even-
tually our largest family, humanity itself. We may have started as isola-
tionists in our infancy, but we were internally directed to expand, (Jupiter)
toward that increasingly larger sense of family (Cancer) and the world
community.

The flip side of that coin would be only “my” family, personal mistrust,
the inability to forgive and forget, and for a country, isolationism, includ-
ing xenophobia. It can also be expanding beyond our borders, opening
our borders too far, or attempting to inflict our values onto others.

Seven of our ten presidents were drawn to the presidency by these na-
tional social value and expansion needs: Presidents Jefferson, Taylor,
McKinley, Wilson, Franklin Roosevelt, Kennedy and Obama.

This pattern shows our potential for economic, cultural and collective
good or bad. President Obama has his work cut out for him, but the USA
needs his skills and drew him in. How many times can one man tell us
how great we are as a country and how great we are as a people and “Yes
we can”? What is our response going to be? Is it no? Or is it “yes, we can”?
Yes we must. Will we return to the place where we remember that our
values may be shared but not forced?

Aggression

One of the weakest categories in this study is the USA asser-
tive /aggressive urges symbolized by Mars. Considering that several of the
ten selected presidents were war presidents, this was a surprise to me.
There’s a war going on somewhere on this globe every minute of every
day, so it is possible that it might be such a normal condition that it is not
easy to pin down in a national chart.
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The USA chart has Mars in Gemini. We would rather talk incessantly
about war and the possibility of war and how we have practiced war, than
actually doing the act of war. Every one of our wars, until recently, includ-
ing the Revolution that led to our creation as a nation came at the end of
a very long discussion; Mars in Gemini. One thing I am sure of in this
study, aggression was not the quality the country was seeking at the time
of eight of the selected ten presidencies. Only two presidents have this
particular connection to the USA charts, Presidents Franklin Roosevelt
(World War II) and Kennedy whose only foray into potential war didn’t re-
ally work that well. It was surprising the President Wilson (World War I)
did not have this connection.

What is the flip side of this coin? Détente; seeking alternate solutions or
peace. The flip side of the Mars coin is Venus. Interestingly, in 2004, the
Mars orbit brought it closer to Earth than at any other time in recorded
history. There is no real winner in a war. Sure, one side wins, another
side loses. But when you count the cost financially, in the lives of the fal-
len, in the costs to the people who had to first support the war and then
suffer the awful repercussions on both sides of the war, there are no true
winners. The presidents in our study group who were not drawn to the
USA presidency for this assertive/aggressive pattern were Presidents
Madison, Jefferson, Taylor, Lincoln, McKinley, Wilson, Carter, and Ob-
ama.

We may be fighting wars on two foreign fronts: Afghanistan and Iraq,
but that is not what the USA was seeking in the current president. In-
stead, we are seeking the flip side of this coin, to bring our troops home
from a war the majority of the American people evidently no longer sup-
port. We are seeking alternative solutions to our continued involvement or
a workable peace solution.

Look at the reason behind these wars; terrorism and the potential of
destruction of our and the world’s way of life spurred by the dictates of
the terrorists and their beliefs. We may be the target of terrorism, but ter-
rorism does not respect any person, any culture, or any country; it simply
promotes its own agenda regardless of cost to others and to the world. To
me it is sociopathic in nature. Perpetrators of terrorism fully expect to rule
the world with their values, beliefs, traditions, or political system. Terror-
ism is not a national problem, it is an international problem.

The world itself is not safe; the world itself is at stake. The USA was at-
tacked at home (Cancer). The USA took the lead and thus stands like a
great lighthouse, so the terrorists know exactly where to point their wea-
pons. We are spotlighting ourselves and believe we are super-heroes and
are bullet proof. We do know better. We want to help the world, we want
to catch the bad guys, but it is rather stupid to kill our own country in the
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Appendix: Charts of the Presidents of Hope and Change

Astrological Research used is available on our website:
www.PresidentsOfHopeAndChange.com

Thomas Jefferson

APR 13 1743

Shadwell, Virginia

38N01 78W24

APR 13 1743 07:06:48 GMT
Tropical Placidus True Node

Abraham Lincoln

Feb 12 1809 6:54 AM LMT
Hodgenville, Kentucky
37N34 85W44

Feb 12 1809 12:36:56 GMT
Tropical Placidus True Node
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Appendix: Charts of the Presidents of Hope and Change

John F. Kennedy

May 29 1917 3:00 PM EST
Brookline, Massachusetts
42N20 71WO07

May 29 1917 20:00:00 GMT
Tropical Placidus True Node

Barack H. Obama

Aug 4 1961 7:24 PM AHST
Honolulu, Hawaii

21N18 157W52

Aug 5 1961 05:24:00 GMT
Tropical Placidus True Node

Page 216

Presidents of Hope and Change

© Extracted with permission from “Presidents of Hope and Change.”
Published by Future Strategies Inc. http://www.presidentsofhopeandchange.com/



Appendix: Charts of the Presidents of Hope and Change

Barack Obama
Inauguration (Diurnal)

Jan 20 2009 7:24 PM AHST
Honolulu, Hawaii

21N18 157W52

Jan 21 2009 05:24:00 GMT
Tropical Placidus True Node

Birth Chart of the USA

Jul4 1776 9:36 AM LMT
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
39N57 75W10

Jul 4 1776 14:36:40 GMT
Tropical Placidus True Node
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Appendix: Biographies

Marilyn Muir

Marilyn was born and raised in central New York and has lived in Flor-
ida for 40 years. She spent 50 years in business in a variety of roles, first
as a secretary working her way through the ranks to business manager
foran international sports magazine. As an ordained minister,
she founded a metaphysical church and school and taught in South Flor-
ida for many years. Marilyn started studying metaphysics in 1970 and
astrology in 1973 and began teaching in 1975. She holds professional
status with the American Federation of Astrologers, Inc. (PMAFA). Over
the years she has taught locally and nationally, had a live astrological tel-
evision segment and was a radio and magazine columnist. Since retiring,
she hosts occasional workshops and private classes for national and in-
ternational students. Marilyn retired with the object of researching and
writing, which she has now been doing for several years. She has seven
completed books, several in varying stages of completion, and three major
research projects underway with the intent of publishing. One is a second
and larger book on all the presidents, another a serial killer study, and
third a soup cookbook (she makes great soup). Can you tell she is eclectic
in her interests?

Marilyn describes herself:

Who am I? I am a seeker, innately curious. I don'’t like the superficial. I

want deep and I want accurate. I want to know who mankind is and how
we got to here, what makes up our mental, spiritual, philosophical and
evolutionary being-ness. I recognize each individual's connection to the
universe and consciously pursue my growth in that connection. I believe
we are in the throes of birthing a new age, one of knowledge and under-
standing and not just blind belief. I believe I volunteered to be here at this
time and want to help the process. I am a child of the universe, interested
in the universal and want to grow into a worthy contribution to this un-
iverse. My great interest is the evolution of humanity so I study philoso-
phy and my fellow man. I honor the past, live the present, and face
the future. Life does not run backward; it runs forward, so forward we
each must go.
I have been a child, sister, wife, parent, grandparent, great-grandparent,
friend, student, teacher, business person, all the ordinary things of life. I
have four grown children, 12 grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. My brother and his wife are two of my best friends. I have
been blessed with many genuine friendships.

Join me for discussions at www.PresidentsOfHopeAndChange.com
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Appendix: Biographies

Michael Munkasey (foreword)

Michael Munkasey is a world-renowned researcher and consultant with
University degrees in both Engineering and Management. Michael holds
professional astrologer’s certifications from ALL major US astrological or-
ganizations, and was a founding member of Kepler College in Seattle. His
certifications: ISAR CAP, NCGR-IV, and PMAFA. Michael served on the
Board of NCGR for 22 years.

Michael has lectured internationally, presented papers at scientific
symposiums, written hundreds of articles and letters, and appeared on
many radio and television shows. Michael's books include: "The Astrologi-
cal Thesaurus, Book 1, House Keywords," 1992; "Midpoints: Unleashing
the Power of the Planets," and "The Concept Dictionary," both released in
1991. Michael is a recipient of many awards, including the Matrix "Pio-
neer of Astrology" award, and the Professional Astrologers, Inc., award for
the most outstanding astrological lecture of 1992. Michael also holds
state licenses which legally enable him to make personal and home loans;
sell life, accident, disability and health insurance; sell annuities, give re-
tirement advice, and recommend trades on the NASDAQ. Michael, a for-
mer ship's navigator, has a star in the constellation of Sextans (the sex-
tant) named for him.

His consulting work specializes in business, natal, electional and com-
patibility astrology.
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